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This second volume in Giancarlo Gabbrielli’s series about an Italian family, the Lanzis, takes
place
just after the end of World War II, as those who had fled to the countryside seeking
637 pages
shelter from the violence return home to rebuild their shattered lives. The story centers on
Softcover $35.95
thirteen-year
old Roberto, the precocious son of Riccardo and Patrizia Lanzi; with his father’s
failure
to return from the front, Roberto is called upon to assume a man’s responsibilities
978-0-595-52699-4
and care for his mother and grandmother. The confirmation of Riccardo’s death resolves the
family’s
uncertainty
as it brings deep grief. Gabbrielli’s tender, yet powerful story of a
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boy’s transition to manhood amidst the destruction and despair of war is a tale of loss, as
any war story must be. But The Lanzis II: The Age of Consciousness is also a tale of strength,
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just north of Venice. Roberto, a chemical engineer, has lost his job because of the war,
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the door open for a new figure, Benito Mussolini, known as “Il Duce.” Gangs of fascist
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wife and the mother of their precocious son, Roberto.

